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GlycoMIP Scholars engage in social events and 
professional development opportunities

Lauren Mills, GlycoMIP Program Coordinator at Virginia Tech

To support the training of next generation glycomaterials scientists, and in 

combination with individual mentoring GlycoMIP Scholars receive from their faculty 
mentor, GlycoMIP has created a professional development-oriented seminar series 

specifically designed for GylcoMIP Scholars. Topics covered during its first year 
include effective oral presentation practices, getting the most out of mentor-mentee 

relationships, a look at the career path and experiences of an industry research 
leader, and learning about a student’s experience running experiments at a national 

laboratory for her GlycoMIP in-house research project.  

The goals of the program are to expose students to a variety of career options and 

experiences and to provide access to organized professional development 
activities. Regularly scheduled events have also built community among the 

GlycoMIP Scholars. Participant feedback has been positive and the series will 
continue, to include seminars focused on academic careers, job searching 

strategies and other professional skills.

GlycoMIP Scholar Isabela Countinho, who presented a seminar on her time at the 

Argonne National Lab, notes, "The GlycoMIP Scholar Seminar Series has been an 
excellent opportunity to gain insights on topics from both academia and industry. 

Developing soft skills during your PhD journey is important, so it was very valuable 
to learn more about how to make a good presentation and also learn about different 

paths that you can take in industry. It was also great for me to share my own 
experiences and talk to my GlycoMIP colleagues."
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