
What Has Been Achieved: A high-achieving undergraduate student in VT’s Department
of Biochemistry, Zachary Hartman, has completed GlycoMIP’s first Summer
Undergraduate Research Fellow, SURF, program. As part of a larger SURF program
offered by VT’s Fralin Life Sciences Institute (FLSI), the focused research and
professional development initiative gives undergraduates a chance to work directly
with a faculty member or research scientist in the laboratory. They spend their time
interacting with and learning from other students and scientists on a day-to-day
basis. A group of 20-30 SURF participants are introduced to a broad set of activities
throughout the summer. The pinnacle of their summer is a presentation on their
research during an undergraduate research symposium sponsored by the VT Office of
Undergraduate Research. For 2021, the symposium was held virtually, but normally is
held in-person and allows SURF students to interact with faculty and other
students. Professor Richard Helm, Director of the GlycoMIP user facility at VT,
mentored Zachary, spending time with him each day to guide his progress. Zachary,
having been a GlycoMIP participant, will consider the MIP for his planned graduate
studies.
Importance of the Achievement: The
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